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NORTHERN STAR RESOURCES — COAL DISCOVERY 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.06 pm]: Continued exploration 
of Western Australia is crucial for the long-term sustainability of the state’s mineral resources sector. Even in a 
well-explored region such as the Pilbara, exploration programs are continuing to identify new finds and the 
future of the industry. One example is Northern Star Resources Ltd. In July 2010 it purchased the Paulsens 
goldmine in the Pilbara, and has since undertaken additional exploration programs for gold in both the Pilbara 
and Kimberley regions. 

Today, Northern Star Resources announced a discovery. In its continued exploration of the Pilbara region in the 
pursuit of gold, it has made a discovery of coal. Northern Star Resources was targeting palaeochannels 
prospective for gold mineralisation in proximity to its operating Paulsens goldmine when it intercepted a coal 
resource. Although the discovery of coal in this region may have been initially thought to be unexpected, this 
discovery reinforces the possibilities of continued exploration in Western Australia and potential for new finds. 
With ever-improving technologies and innovative exploration techniques, this potential of Western Australia 
continues to grow. 

Yesterday the Legislative Assembly passed the Minerals Research Institute of Western Australia Bill 2013, 
which will continue this government’s commitment to progressing research and development in the minerals 
sector. As resources become harder to find or more challenging to recover, we need to focus on innovation. 
Addressing these challenges will create long-term opportunities in sharing the knowledge we gain and the 
expertise we develop. Northern Star Resources’ exploration programs have been successful in receiving co-
funding drilling grants from the Department of Mines and Petroleum exploration incentive scheme program. The 
exploration incentive scheme program, in addition to the continuing excellent work of the Geological Survey of 
Western Australia, continues to ensure that Western Australia remains an attractive destination in which to invest 
and conduct exploration. I would like to commend Northern Star Resources for its commitment to mineral 
exploration in Western Australia, and I encourage the many exploration companies in Western Australia to make 
the most of the opportunities available to them and wish them every success in striking gold, or any other 
commodity they happen to find. 
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